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and has profited very much by his Continental training.
He has lately been in Hollywood, whither I, too, would
like to go to see some of the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
stars at play.

Both in Hollywood and New York his friends would
try to lay even such extravagant odds as twenty to one
on Mr, Beer mentioning the names of either Toscanini
or Furtwangler in his first three sentences, should the
subject be music. After a very short time there were no
"takers" at all: the bet was too much of a certainty,

On a recent visit to London he was interviewed by a
reporter who questioned him on his virtues and failings
as a conductor. Too modest to enlarge upon the former,
with regard to the latter he replied: "An excess of
temperament and passion, Romance is not encouraged
in England; it is the prerogative of the foreigner. That*s
why so many young married women travel abroad
alone*"

I attended the Op&ra-Comique to hear Pellias et
Milisandt) Debussy's too lengthy work: dinner at Latue's
fortunately made me miss two of the four acts. It is a
queer ghostly opera (Maeterlinck's words are unrivalled
in lyrical beauty), with that poor pig-widgeon of a
M<Slisande, princess of all ninny-hammers. Lisa Pali
succeeded in giving just the eerie, fey rendering whidb
is wanted*

It was of this opera that the story is told of an opera
company touring in the Middle West: on the first night
they gave Cwalkria *8jtstieana> and Pag/iatft* duly dbmed
by the big boys of Medicine Hat* On the next evening
Ptlltas it Mtlisandt received its due applause, which
suddenly changed to torrents of abuse. Tte disturbance
arose from the feet that, having bad a double bill on the